Introduction 2 radio, newspapers or the Net on the day before being interviewed (Pew Research Center for the People & the Press 2006: 9) . Back in the 1980s leading scholars could write that news was 'high-status' (Fiske 1987: 281) and that it enjoyed 'a privileged and prestigious position in our culture's hierarchy of values ' (Hartley 1982: 5) . But in the early twenty-first century, as Graeme Turner suggests, the very idea of news 'looks increasingly old-fashioned ' (2005: 13) .
And yet this picture is a complicated one, with the traditional news media still far from being replaced by newer ones. For instance, students I talk to often say that they don't read the papers or watch the TV bulletins, but prefer to go online for news. But when I ask for details, this often turns out to mean they go to the websites of the main newspapers or TV news providers. Some students say they prefer the experience of blogging or participatory news networks such as Indymedia <http://www.indymedia.org> to that of consuming news -but here again the agenda for discussion is often that set by the traditional news So this book starts from the claim that a thorough understanding of news remains central to an understanding of contemporary media, which is in turn central to an understanding of contemporary society and culture. News, notes
McQuail, deserves particular attention in the study of media content, as it is 'one of the few original contributions of the mass media to the range of cultural forms of expression ' (2000: 337) . News deserves attention for many other reasons too.
Being in the news business can confer a privileged legal and regulatory status upon media organizations. Moreover, news confers credibility and respectability upon media organizations (despite the success of The Simpsons, Rupert Murdoch is not the head of Cartoon Corporation but of News Corporation). And this credibility allows them to accumulate and exercise a particular form of power.
The mediascape is, as Castells argues, 'the social space where power is decided ' (2007: 238) . The media enable an arena for the defining of reality. James Carey once argued that reality is 'a scarce resource ' (1989: 87) . In this, the ability to define reality is also, as Carey puts it, a 'fundamental form of power ' (p. 87) . This 'fundamental form of power' is what Bourdieu calls symbolic power -'Symbolic power is a power of constructing reality ' (1991: 166) . This is the ability 'to intervene in the course of events, to influence the actions of others and indeed to create events, by means of the production and transmission of symbolic forms' (Thompson 1995: 17) . Thompson distinguishes symbolic power from other dimensions of power -the coercive power of the military or the law, the political power of governments, and the economic power of corporations.
Coercive power works through the use or threat of force; political power through the coordination and regulation of individuals and groups; economic power Introduction 4 through productive activity, the creation of raw material, services and goods, and financial capital (1995: 12-18) . Group 1976 , 1995a , 1995b , Hall et al 1978 , Herman & Chomsky 1988 . This is particularly the case for those working in the Marxist tradition, exploring whether control of the means of production is the same thing as control of the production of meaning (Marx & Engels 2006 , Gramsci 1971 , Althusser 1984 . But this tradition of ideological analysis rather lost its way -'in a sea of methodological doubt' as two leading (1978, 1980, 2000) became more central, while postmodernist critics announced that 'grand narratives' were over (Lyotard 1984) . For our present purposes, however, ideology and symbolic power should be distinguished: the key distinction to make is that ideology, as Thompson (1990) argues, is best seen as a subset of symbolic power relationsthose concerned with domination. With this distinction made, symbolic power can Introduction 7 same news media are now themselves among the ranks of the powerful that they claim to scrutinize -and so they ought to be called to account too, in the same ways and on the same grounds. As Michael Schudson writes (1995: 3): 'Everyone in a democracy is a certified media critic, which is as it should be.' News is too important to be left only to journalists.
What's Going On
This book interprets the news -and the critical literature on news -in terms of symbolic power. As Couldry observes, the concept of symbolic power is 'surprisingly underdeveloped ' (2003: 39) ; this book develops this concept by examining its relevance to the production, distribution and reception of news. It maps out the key kinds of actors who exercise symbolic power in and through the news, the principal contexts in which they do this, and the importance of particular media forms in enabling the exercise of symbolic power. It concentrates mainly on the UK, US and Australia, and emphasizes certain news forms (principally TV news, newspapers and the Net) over others (radio, news magazines, documentaries and current affairs programming). The book can also be read as an introduction to the main ways in which news has been theorized and understood in the various traditions that converge as Media Studies. News matters, as I've said already, but so does the study of news, which has been approached from a wide range of traditions -textual analysis, critical theory, journalism history, medium theory, political economy and others. If the study of the media means the study of that-which-is-in-the-middle, it is a virtue of Media Introduction 8 Studies that it too is in-the-middle, with much of the best work being done in the interstices between humanities and social sciences, between established traditions and new approaches. The study of media is by its very nature interdisciplinary (perhaps even anti-disciplinary) -Media Studies is less a discipline than it is an undiscipline. This makes some people uncomfortable, but it can also be a source of invention and creative energy. 
